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Managing liability

Managing your exposure to liability requires a holistic approach. A comprehensive liability
management plan incorporates multiple layers of protection. These layers demonstrate a
commitment to both responsible business management and the well-being of your visitors.

Sources of potential liability

Premises Liability: When the property owner neglects to ensure a safe environment and
harms individuals due to hazardous conditions. Examples include a visitor slipping on a wet
surface or sustaining an injury while interacting with animals.

Product Liability: A customer sustains an injury from a product offered on the farm, such as
experiencing illness after consuming a product.

Property Damage: A customer's property is damaged by the business or its employees, like
an employee accidentally damaging a customer's vehicle in the parking lot.

Personal Liability: When a customer suffers harm from a service provided by the business,
like an employee spilling a hot beverage on a customer, resulting in a burn.

Employee Liability: When the employer is held responsible for an
employee's actions. Ensure that employees are easy for customers to
identify and provide comprehensive employee training to identify,
mitigate, and report risks.

Food and Alcohol Liability: When serving food and alcohol or hosting
aBYOB event, it is important to consult your insurer for necessary
endorsements or permits related to alcohol service.

Your legal protections from liability in agritourism can vary by state

Each US state defines agritourism differently and some have passed limited
liability statutes protecting agritourism operators states.

Click here to learn more about agritourism liability in your state.

Even if your state has a limited liability statute, a comprehensive insurance policy
can protect you, your assets, and your business. To learn more about insurance,
download our Risk Management and Insurance resource.

Information Courtesy of UVM Extension’s How to Host Farm Dinners Guide



https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/Vermont-Agritourism-Collaborative/2019HowTo-HostFarmDinners.pdf
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/state-compilations/agritourism/
https://www.agmrc.org/media/cms/Insurance_6CA16449EAF22.pdf

