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The National Organic Agriculture Expertise Directory was first 
published by Iowa State University in 2005 and was based on surveys 
sent to the Land-Grant University (LGU) in each state to determine 
the number of researchers and extension staff working in organic 
agriculture. Prior to the late 1990s, organic and transitioning farmers 
primarily relied on informal networks of producers and processors to 
obtain organic information, but since that time, LGUs have increased 
their support for faculty and staff resources to address organic 
farmers’ research and educational needs. At the time of the first 
directory, United States’ sales of organic products were $13 billion, 
continuing a 20% annual growth rate and 42 states reported at least 
one individual working in organic research or extension. There were 
2.3 million acres in organic production in the US in 2001, increasing 
to 5.5-million acres in 2019. In Iowa alone, reported production for all 
organic crops increased from 9,000 acres in 1995 to 134,000 in 2019, 
with organic sales worth $145 million. 

Demand for organic products has continued unabated since 2005, with 
a record $55 billion in organic sales in 2020. Driving consumer demand 
in organic foods and fiber is a strong interest in products with lower 
pesticide residues. Certified organic production is governed by a set 
of rules put in place through the 1990 Organic Foods Production Act. 
Standards established by the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA)-National Organic Program require a three-year transition 
period from conventional to a certified organic designation. Synthetic 
pesticides and fertilizers are avoided in organic production during 
and after transition, and instead, organic farmers rely on natural 
substances, such as composted manure and biological controls for 
pest management. New incentives exist to transition land into certified 
organic production, including cost-sharing and direct payments for 
conservation practices, such as longer crop rotations, from USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Organic Initiative 
programs, along with private companies’ offering payments for carbon 
credits. The greater number of faculty and staff working in organic ag 
in 2021, as evidenced in this directory, reflects the growing demand 
from producers interested in organic practices and the environmental 
solutions organic farming can offer.

When surveys were returned in late 2020, 123 LGU individuals from 
all 50 states self-identified as working in organic ag research and 
extension. Of those who replied, 72 reported working in extension, 
which is a promising number, demonstrating the emphasis on 
disseminating research results to producers and processors who need 
this information. In order of reporting, organic vegetables research 
topped the list, followed by organic grains,  and soils research. Forty-
nine other topics were listed, including animal science, food safety, 
economics, pest management and fruit crops. Despite the importance 
of livestock in organic systems, only 13 people identified working in 
organic livestock systems. In addition to LGU and USDA administrators 
using this directory, it is hoped that stakeholders and scientists across 
the US will be able to locate researchers and extension staff working 
on similar topics to enable future cooperative work and discussions.

This directory will be both printed and online through the ISU 
Organic Agriculture Program website at extension.agron.iastate.
edu/organicag. To update your information or add additional organic 
expertise in your state, contact: Kathleen Delate, Iowa State 
University, Organic Agriculture Program, 106 Horticulture Hall, Ames, 
Iowa 50011, email kdelate@iastate.edu.

http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/organicag
http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/organicag
mailto:kdelate%40iastate.edu?subject=
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Alabama
Kokoasse Kpomblekou-A
Professor and Director of Organic Agriculture and Biogas 
Production Program
Tuskegee University—Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences
Phone: 334-724-4521
Address: 1200 W. Montgomery Rd, Tuskegee, AL 36088
Email: kkpomblekou@tuskegee.edu
URL: tuskegee.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Soil and Environmental Chemistry

Ayanava Majumdar
Extension Professor
Auburn University—Department of Entomology and Plant 
Pathology 
Phone: 251-331-8416
Address: 301 Funchess Hall, Auburn University, Auburn, AL 
36849
Email: bugdoctor@auburn.edu
URL: alabamabeginningfarmer.com 
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic pest management
•	 Beginning Farmer Training 
•	 Extension Agent Training/Capacity Bldg
•	 Coordinate the SARE and BFRD program funded by 

many USDA grants 

Daniel E. Wells
Associate Professor, Specialty Crops
Auburn University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 334-714-1615
Address: 170A Funchess Hall, Auburn University, AL 36849
Email: daniel.wells@auburn.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant nutrition in hydroponic and aquaponic systems
•	 Temperature optimization in controlled environments, 

and improved production techniques for greenhouses 
and indoor farms

•	 Research focuses on improving controlled 
environment agriculture in the southeast

Arkansas
Heather Friedrich
Assistant Director
Center for Arkansas Farms and Food
University of Arkansas—Division of Agriculture
Phone: 478-575-2798
Address: 316 PTSC, Fayetteville, AR 72701
Email: heatherf@uark.edu
URL: caff.uark.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Beginning farmer training
•	 Beginning farmer training for organic and sustainable 

specialty crop producers

California
Milt McGiffen
Extension Specialist
University of California
Phone: 909-560-0839
Address: 4101 Batchelor Hall, Riverside, CA 92521-0124
Email: milt@ucr.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetable crops
•	 Invasive species
•	 Sustainable agriculture
•	 Compost teas
•	 Biochar
•	 Organic soil amendments
•	 Research and outreach in desert, coastal, and 

Mediterranean climates

Colorado
Frank Stonaker
Associate Professor of Horticulture, Extension Specialty 
Crops Specialist
Colorado State University—College of Agricultural 
Sciences
Phone: 970-250-7559
Address: Organic Agriculture Research Station at Rogers 
Mesa (OARS-RM), 3024 Hwy 92, Hotchkiss, CO 81419
Email: frank.stonaker@colostate.edu
URL: people.agsci.colostate.edu/directory-page/
personnel-information/?userName=stonaker
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic tree fruit production
•	 Organic grape (wine and table) production
•	 Collaborative on-farm research projects
•	 Collaboration with locally directed agricultural 

education 
•	 Research demonstration plantings
•	 Research station demonstration plantings
•	 Participation in the international NC-140 rootstock 

trials

mailto:kkpomblekou%40tuskegee.edu?subject=
mailto:kkpomblekou%40tuskegee.edu?subject=
http://www.tuskegee.edu
https://www.tuskegee.edu
mailto:bugdoctor%40auburn.edu?subject=
http://www.alabamabeginningfarmer.com
mailto:daniel.wells%40auburn.edu?subject=
mailto:heatherf%40uark.edu?subject=
https://caff.uark.edu
https://caff.uark.edu
mailto:milt%40ucr.edu?subject=
mailto:frank.stonaker%40colostate.edu?subject=
https://people.agsci.colostate.edu/directory-page/personnel-information/?userName=stonaker
https://people.agsci.colostate.edu/directory-page/personnel-information/?userName=stonaker
https://people.agsci.colostate.edu/directory-page/personnel-information/?userName=stonaker
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Mark Uchanski
Associate Professor of Horticulture, Extension Specialty 
Crops Specialist
Colorado State University—Department of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture 
Phone: 970-491-4885
Address: 1173 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO 80523-1173
Email: mark.uchanski@colostate.edu
URL: specialtycrops.agsci.colostate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Horticulture
•	 Vegetables
•	 Cropping Systems
•	 Organic
•	 Teaching 
•	 Specialty Crops
•	 The Specialty Crops Program (SCP) evaluates modern 

organic inputs and approaches to organic growers 
for use in their management systems, empowers 
producers throughout Colorado by supplying them 
with science-based information to inspire innovation, 
competitiveness, success, and collaborates with 
researchers both in Colorado and nationally to 
address the needs of specialty crop producers

Connecticut
Shuresh Ghimire
Assistant Extension Educator, Extension Vegetable 
Specialist
University of Connecticut
Phone: 860-875-3331
Address: 24 Hyde Ave, Vernon, CT 06066
Email: shuresh.ghimire@uconn.edu
URL: cahnr.uconn.edu/person/shuresh-ghimire
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Organic vegetable pest management
•	 Conduct research, education, and outreach in the area 

of vegetable production and pest management

Delaware
Gordon Johnson
Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist 
University of Delaware—Department of Plant and Soil 
Sciences
Phone: 302-856-2585
Address: Carvel Research and Education Center, 16483 
County Seat Hwy, Georgetown, DE 19947
Email: gcjohn@udel.edu
URL: udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/
plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/gordon-johnson

Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic fruit and vegetables
•	 Cover Crops

Jarrod Miller
Extension Agronomist
University of Delaware
Phone: 302-856-2585
Address: 16483 County Seat Hwy, Georgetown, DE 19947
Email: jarrod@udel.edu
URL: udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/
plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/jarrod-miller
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil fertility
•	 Precision agriculture 
•	 Cover crops or manure as a nutrient source

Mark VanGessel
Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Delaware—Department of Plant and Soil 
Sciences 
Phone: 302-856-7303
Address: Carvel Research and Education Center, 16684 
County Seat Hwy, Georgetown, DE 19947
Email: mjv@udel.edu
URL: udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/
plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/mark-vangessel
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Weed biology and ecology
•	 Integrated pest management
•	 Cover crops for weed management
•	 Herbicide-resistant weeds
•	 Herbicide evaluation
•	 Research has focused on agronomic and commercial 

vegetable crops important to the mid-Atlantic region

Georgia
Elizabeth L. Little
Associate Professor/Extension Specialist
University of Georgia—Department of Plant Pathology
Phone: 706-542-4774
Address: 2501 Miller Plant Sciences Bldg, University of 
Georgia, Athens, GA 30602
Email: elittle@uga.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic management of fruit and vegetable diseases
•	 Recommendations for growers on prevention of fruit 

and vegetable diseases using organic-compatible and 
sustainable practices

•	 Research on applied organic methods for preventing 
fruit and vegetable diseases

mailto:mark.uchanski%40colostate.edu?subject=
https://specialtycrops.agsci.colostate.edu
https://specialtycrops.agsci.colostate.edu
mailto:shuresh.ghimire%40uconn.edu?subject=
https://cahnr.uconn.edu/person/shuresh-ghimire
https://cahnr.uconn.edu/person/shuresh-ghimire
mailto:gcjohn%40udel.edu?subject=
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/gordon-johnson
mailto:jarrod%40udel.edu?subject=
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/jarrod-miller
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/jarrod-miller
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/jarrod-miller
mailto:mjv%40udel.edu?subject=
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/mark-vangessel
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/mark-vangessel
https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/departments/plant-and-soil-sciences/faculty-staff/mark-vangessel
mailto:elittle%40uga.edu?subject=


6

Idaho
Kyle Nagy
Superintendent and Orchard Operations Manager 
University of Idaho—Sandpoint Organic Agriculture Center
Phone: 208-304-7815
Address: 10881 North Boyer Rd, Sandpoint, ID 83864
Email: knagy@uidaho.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic tree fruit management in the PNW: apples, 

pears, and cherries
•	 Fertility Management: organic inputs
•	 Pest and Disease Management: organic pesticides, 

cultural control, and mating disruption
•	 Organic raspberry bramble management
•	 Organic certification: crop and handling scopes
•	 Heritage apple production: currently growing 68 

varieties
•	 Home orchard education: master gardeners and 

community horticulture clubs
•	 Co-Founder of the Heritage Orchard Conference, 

established in 2019

Indiana
Lori Hoagland
Associate Professor
Purdue University
Phone: 765-494-1426
Address: 625 Agriculture Mall Dr, West Lafayette, IN 47907
Email: lhoaglan@purdue.edu
URL: ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.
aspx?strAlias=lhoaglan&intDirDeptID=16
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil microbial ecology
•	 Organic nutrient management
•	 Biological control of plant and human pathogens
•	 Bioavailability of heavy metals in soil and movement 

within plants
•	 Vegetable varietal development
•	 Nutritional quality of produce
•	 Lead PI of the multidisciplinary tomato organic 

management and improvement project (TOMI) 
•	 Carrot improvement for organic agriculture project 

(CIOA)

Laura Ingwell
Assistant Professor, Horticulture Crops IPM
Purdue University 
Phone: 765-494-6167
Address: 901 W State St, West Lafayette, IN 47907
Email: lingwell@purdue.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Protected environment vegetable production
•	 Integrated pest management
•	 Biological controls
•	 Best practices for biological control in vegetable 

production
•	 Efficacy work related to biopesticides and organic 

pest management tools

Liz Maynard
Extension specialist and Clinical Engagement Associate 
Professor
Purdue University—Department of Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture 
Phone: 219-548-3674 
Address: 1101 Glendale Blvd, Ste 101-A, Valparaiso, IN 
46383
Email: emaynard@purdue.edu
URL: ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.
aspx?strAlias=emaynard&intDirDeptID=16
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetable production: cultural practices dealing with 

tomato, pumpkin/squash, high tunnel, and transplant 
production

Michael O’Donnell
Organic and Diversified Agriculture and Extension 
Educator
Purdue University—Extension
Phone: 765-284-8414
Address: 100 W Main St, Muncie, IN 47305
Email: modonnel@purdue.edu
URL: purdue.edu/dffs/organicag
Area of Expertise:
•	 Assists in the transition to organic crop production

mailto:knagy%40uidaho.edu?subject=
mailto:lhoaglan%40purdue.edu?subject=
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.aspx?strAlias=lhoaglan&intDirDeptID=16
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.aspx?strAlias=lhoaglan&intDirDeptID=16
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.aspx?strAlias=lhoaglan&intDirDeptID=16
mailto:lingwell%40purdue.edu?subject=
mailto:emaynard%40purdue.edu?subject=
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/Profile.aspx?strAlias=emaynard&intDirDeptID=16
 https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/Pages/profile.aspx?strAlias=emaynard&intDirDeptID=16
mailto:modonnel%40purdue.edu?subject=
https://www.purdue.edu/dffs/organicag
https://www.purdue.edu/dffs/organicag
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Iowa
Kathleen Delate
Professor and Extension Organic Specialist
Iowa State University—Department of Horticulture
Phone: 515-294-5116
Address: 147 Horticulture Hall, Ames, IA 50011-1100
Email: kdelate@iastate.edu
URL: hort.iastate.edu/directory/kathleen-delate
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic farming with a focus on crop rotations, 

organic no-till, varietal response, and integrated 
crop-livestock systems to improve soil quality and 
economic returns

•	 Teaching Organic Agriculture on campus and 
online courses for extension clientele, including 
the Organic Plant Breeding Certificate Program: 
agonline.iastate.edu/content/breeding-organic-
crops-graduate-certificate

Craig Chase
Program Manager, Farm, Food and Enterprise 
Development
Iowa State University—Extension and Outreach
Phone: 515-294-1854
Address: 2625 N Loop Dr Ste 2430, Ames, IA 50010-8246
Email: cchase@iastate.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic transition and production budget 

development evaluating the profitability of food and 
farm enterprises

•	 Profitability potential for farmers and related 
businesses looking at organic transitioning, 
including financial and risk management, marketing, 
and other aspects of business management

Angela Shaw
Associate Professor of Food Science and Food Safety 
Extension Specialist; Co-Lead, North Central Food 
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) Center
Iowa State University—Extension and Outreach
Phone: 515-294-0868
Address: 2577 Food Science Bldg, 536 Farm House Ln, 
Ames IA 50011
Email: angelaml@iastate.edu
URL: research.hs.iastate.edu/food-safety
Area of Expertise:
•	 Food microbiologist focused on natural 

interventions of food safety concerns from farm 
through retail environment

•	 Expert in federal, state, and cottage food laws
•	 Lead Trainer for Produce Safety Alliance Grower 

Course, Food Safety Modernization Act Preventive 
Control Human and Animal Food Courses, Good 
Agricultural Practices, and Good Manufacturing 
Practices

Ajay Nair
Associate Professor and Extension Vegetable Specialist
Iowa State University—Extension and Outreach 
Phone: 515-294-7080 
Address: 145 Horticulture Hall, 2206 Osborn Dr, Ames, 
IA 50011
Email: nairajay@iastate.edu
URL: extension.iastate.edu/vegetablelab
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Sustainable vegetable production, focus on 

cover cropping, conservation tillage, nutrient 
management, soil amendments and health, 
and season extension strategies in vegetable 
production

Marshall McDaniel
Assistant Professor
Iowa State University—Department of Agronomy
Phone: 515-294-7947
Address: 716 Agronomy Hall, Ames, IA 50011-1100
Email: marsh@iastate.edu
URL: marshallmcdaniel.wixsite.com/soil-plant
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Soil-plant interactions focusing on carbon and 

nutrient exchange between plants and soils, how 
management and the environment affect this 
exchange

•	 Do-It-Yourself soil health measurements
•	 Engaging farmers and soil enthusiasts in 

community science

Kentucky
Mark A. Williams
Professor and Chair, Department of Horticulture 
Director
University of Kentucky—College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment
Phone: 859-257-1758
Address: N-318F Agricultural Science, N Lexington, KY 
40546-0091
Email: mark.williams@uky.edu
URL: uky.edu/hort/people/mark-williams
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Organic pest management, particularly weed 

control
•	 Organic education and training, farming 

apprenticeships
•	 CSA economics
•	 Food safety 

mailto:kdelate%40iastate.edu?subject=
http://www.hort.iastate.edu/directory/kathleen-delate
http://www.hort.iastate.edu/directory/kathleen-delate
http://www.agonline.iastate.edu/content/breeding-organic-crops-graduate-certificate
mailto:cchase%40iastate.edu?subject=
mailto:angelaml%40iastate.edu?subject=
https://research.hs.iastate.edu/food-safety
https://research.hs.iastate.edu/food-safety
mailto:nairajay%40iastate.edu?subject=
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/vegetablelab
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/vegetablelab
mailto:marsh%40iastate.edu?subject=
https://marshallmcdaniel.wixsite.com/soil-plant
https://marshallmcdaniel.wixsite.com/soil-plant
mailto:mark.williams%40uky.edu?subject=
https://www.uky.edu/hort/people/mark-williams
https://www.uky.edu/hort/people/mark-williams
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Louisiana
Carl Motsenbocker
Professor of Horticulture and Sustainable Agriculture and 
State Extension Specialist 
Louisiana State University—Agricultural Center
Phone: 225-578-1036
Address: 104 C Sturgis Hall, LSU School of Plant 
Environment and Soil Sciences, Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Email: cmotsenbocker@agcenter.lsu.edu
URL: lsuagcenter.com/profiles/cmotsenbocker
URL: southernsare.org/SARE-in-Your-State/Louisiana 
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic soil management: soil quality, compost).
•	 Organic crop production: transplants, field, season 

extension/high tunnels
•	 Organic vegetables and herbs: gardening and 

commercial
•	 Organic education and training: curriculum, 

demonstration, mentor, beginning farmer, farmer-to-
farmer networks

•	 Small-scale production of organic fruits and 
vegetables for demonstration and student training

Maine
Lily Calderwood
Assistant Professor and Extension Wild Blueberry 
Specialist
University of Maine—School of Food and Agriculture
Address: 5722 Deering Hall, Orono, ME 04469
Email: lily.calderwood@maine.edu
URL: extension.umaine.edu/blueberries
Area of Expertise:
•	 Lowbush blueberry

Eric Gallandt
Professor of Weed Ecology
University of Maine —School of Food and Agriculture
Phone: 207-581-2933
Address: 5722 Deering Hall, Orono, ME 04469
Email: gallandt@maine.edu
URL: umaine.edu/weedecology
Area of Expertise:
•	 Weed ecology and management in organic vegetable 

and grain systems

Richard Kersbergen
Extension Professor
University of Maine—Cooperative Extension 
Phone: 207-322-3109
Address: 992 Waterville Rd, Waldo, ME 04915
Email: richard.kersbergen@maine.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic dairy and forage production

Glen Koehler
Associate Scientist IPM
University of Maine—Cooperative Extension 
Phone: 207-581-3882
Address: 17 Godfrey Dr, Orono, ME 04473
Email: glen.koehler@maine.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Integrated pest management of tree fruits, primarily 

apple
•	 Weather-based predictive crop, pest timing and 

severity models

Jason Lilley
Sustainable Agriculture Professional 
University of Maine—Cooperative Extension 
Phone: 207-781-6099
Address: 75 Clearwater Dr, Falmouth, ME 04105
Email: jason.lilley@maine.edu
URL: extension.umaine.edu/about/staff-directory/jason-
lilley
Area of Expertise:
•	 Cover cropping in vegetable systems
•	 Reduced tillage systems for vegetable production
•	 Organic vegetable production

Ellen Mallory
Extension Specialist, Professor of Sustainable Agriculture
University of Maine—Cooperative Extension and School 
of Food and Agriculture
Phone: 207-581-2942
Address: 495 College Ave, Orono, ME 04473
Email: ellen.mallory@maine.edu
URL: umaine.edu/foodandagriculture/mallory2
Area of Expertise:
•	 Small grains
•	 Soil health
•	 Soil fertility
•	 Climate change
•	 Research and outreach programs focuses on grain, 

pulse, and oilseed production for local food and 
beverage markets; use of organic amendments 
like manure, compost, and green manures for crop 
fertility

mailto:cmotsenbocker%40agcenter.lsu.edu?subject=
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/cmotsenbocker
http://www.southernsare.org/SARE-in-Your-State/Louisiana
http://www.southernsare.org/SARE-in-Your-State/Louisiana
mailto:lily.calderwood%40maine.edu?subject=
https://extension.umaine.edu/blueberries
https://extension.umaine.edu/blueberries
mailto:gallandt%40maine.edu?subject=
https://umaine.edu/weedecology
https://umaine.edu/weedecology
mailto:richard.kersbergen%40maine.edu?subject=
mailto:glen.koehler%40maine.edu?subject=
mailto:jason.lilley%40maine.edu?subject=
https://extension.umaine.edu/about/staff-directory/jason-lilley
https://extension.umaine.edu/about/staff-directory/jason-lilley
https://extension.umaine.edu/about/staff-directory/jason-lilley
mailto:ellen.mallory%40maine.edu?subject=
https://umaine.edu/foodandagriculture/mallory2
https://umaine.edu/foodandagriculture/mallory2
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Maryland
Cerruti RR Hooks
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist 
University of Maryland—Department of Entomology
Phone: 301-405-4728
Address: 4291 Fieldhouse Dr, 4112 Plant Sciences Bldg, 
College Park, MD 20742
Email: crrhooks@umd.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic crop production: conservation tillage, 

habitat manipulation
•	 Organic vegetables: peppers, eggplant, sweetcorn, 

beans, broccoli, summer squash
•	 Organic agronomic crops: field corn, soybean
•	 Organic pest management: conservation biological 

control, ecological pest management, intercropping, 
cover crops, insectary plants, cultural control

•	 Hooks’ research program is multidisciplinary and 
involves the use of conservation tillage (e.g., no-till, 
strip-till) and habitat diversification to influence 
above (arthropods, weeds) and below ground 
organisms (free-living nematodes)

Minnesota
Julie Grossman
Associate Professor, Extension Educator, and Organic 
Programs Coordinator
University of Minnesota Extension—Department of 
Horticulture Science
Phone: 612-625-8597
Address: 454 Alderman Hall, 1970 Folwell Ave, St. Paul, 
Minnesota 55108 
Email: jgross@umn.edu 
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic agriculture 
•	 Soil nutrient cycling
•	 Legume cover crops
•	 Rhizobia ecology
•	 Biological nitrogen fixation 
•	 Research focuses on plant-soil-microbe 

relationships in organic systems in order to enhance 
soil fertility, with the ultimate goal of developing 
sustainable food production systems

Bradley Heins 
Associate Professor 
University of Minnesota
Phone: 320-589-1711 
Address: West Central Research and Outreach Center, 
46352 State Hwy 329, Morris, Minnesota 56267 
Email: hein0106@umn.edu 

Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic dairy production 
•	 Organic calf rearing systems
•	 Alternative strategies for health issues in organic dairy 

cattle
•	 Forages and grazing
•	 Integration of cover crops and livestock
•	 Genetics for organic dairy herds
•	 Renewable energy for farms 

Natalie Hoidal
Extension Educator, Local Foods and Vegetable Crops
University of Minnesota—Extension
Phone: 651-480-7728
Address: 305 Alderman Hall, 1970 Folwell Ave, Farmington, 
MN 55033
Email: hoida016@umn.edu
URL: horticulture.umn.edu/people/natalie-hoidal
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetable crops
•	 Supports vegetable farmers across Minnesota through 

technical assistance, applied research, and outreach
•	 Works in areas of soil health, integrated pest 

management, and climate change adaptation

Hikaru Peterson
Professor
University of Minnesota—Twin Cities
Phone: 612-625-7728
Address: 1994 Buford Ave, St. Paul, MN 55108
Email: hhp@umn.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Market analysis
•	 Consumer preferences 
•	 Food supply chains
•	 Food systems
•	 Involved in an interdisciplinary, multi-regional study 

on cover-cropping in organic high-tunnels estimating 
values farmers place on soil health improvements

Helene Murray
Executive Director
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (MISA)
Phone: 612-625-8235
Address: 411 Borlaug Hall, 1991 Upper Buford Cir, St. Paul, 
MN 55108
Email: murra021@umn.edu
URL: misa.umn.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Sustainable and organic agriculture 
•	 Local food systems
•	 Case studies 
•	 MISA oversees the Student Organic Farm at the U of 

MN, which is certified organic and is just under six 
acres; program offers use of the SOF to U faculty, staff, 
and students to conduct research on certified land

mailto:crrhooks%40umd.edu?subject=
mailto:jgross%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:hein0106%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:hoida016%40umn.edu?subject=
https://horticulture.umn.edu/people/natalie-hoidal
mailto:hhp%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:murra021%40umn.edu?subject=
http://www.misa.umn.edu
http://www.misa.umn.edu
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Annie Klodd
Extension Educator, Fruit 
University of Minnesota—Extension
Phone: 515-229-2073
Address: 7681 Atherton Way, Eden Prairie, MN 55346
Email: kloddann@umn.edu
URL: blog-fruit-vegetable-ipm.extension.umn.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Fruit crop production
•	 The majority of Minnesota specialty fruit crop 

producers report using organic practices; research 
has an organic focus and/or includes organic farmer 
collaborators

Curtis Mahnken
Extension Economist
University of Minnesota—Center for Farm Financial 
Management (CFFM)
Phone: 612-624-7585
Address: 1994 Buford Ave, St. Paul, MN 55108
Email: cmahnken@umn.edu
URL: cffm.umn.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Farm financial management
•	 Cost production
•	 Benchmarking
•	 Examines farm financial management, cost 

of production, and benchmarking with farms 
participating in FINBIN farm financial database

Wayne Martin
Alternative Livestock Systems Specialist
University of Minnesota—Extension
Phone: 612-625-6224
Address: 385 AnSc/VM, 1988 Fitch Ave, St. Paul, MN 55108
Email: marti067@umn.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Poultry, pigs, sheep, goats
•	 Projects on organic land feeding pigs and poultry 

using organic and/or non-GMO feeds

Mary Rogers
Associate Professor
University of Minnesota—Department of Horticultural 
Science
Phone: 612-624-8871
Address: 1970 Folwell Ave, St. Paul, MN 55108
Email: roge0168@umn.edu
URL: horticulture.umn.edu/people/faculty/maryrogers

Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic horticultural food systems
•	 Insect Pest Management
•	 Vegetable crop management systems
•	 Controlled environment agriculture
•	 Urban agriculture
•	 Research program investigates plant-insect 

interactions and biological and environmental 
strategies to improve the production of organic 
vegetables and fruit

Missouri
Kerry Clark
Assistant Research Professor
University of Missouri
Phone: 660-351-4696
Address: 1-28 Ag Bldg, Columbia, MO 65211
Email: clarkk@missouri.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic row crops
•	 Researching grazing cover crops and weed control 

in organic no-till

Montana
Perry Miller
Professor
Montana State University 
Phone: 406-994-5431
Address: MSU-LRES, 334 Leon Johnson Hall, Bozeman, 
MT 59717-3120
Email: pmiller@montana.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Agronomy
•	 Crop rotations for creeping thistle management
•	 Organic hemp grain production

Nevada
Charles Schembre
Program Director, Desert Farming Initiative 
University of Nevada Reno—Desert Farming Initiative
Phone: 775-683-9783
Address: 1664 N Virginia St, MS221, Reno, NV 98557
Email: cschembre@unr.edu
URL: naes.unr.edu/dfi 
Area of Expertise:
•	 Sustainable agriculture 
•	 Soil health

mailto:kloddann%40umn.edu?subject=
https://blog-fruit-vegetable-ipm.extension.umn.edu
https://blog-fruit-vegetable-ipm.extension.umn.edu
mailto:cmahnken%40umn.edu?subject=
http://cffm.umn.edu
http://cffm.umn.edu
mailto:marti067%40umn.edu?subject=
mailto:roge0168%40umn.edu?subject=
https://horticulture.umn.edu/people/faculty/maryrogers
https://horticulture.umn.edu/people/faculty/maryrogers
mailto:clarkk%40missouri.edu?subject=
mailto:pmiller%40montana.edu?subject=
mailto:cschembre%40unr.edu?subject=
http://Naes.unr.edu/dfi
http://Naes.unr.edu/dfi
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New Hampshire
Rebecca Sideman
Extension Professor
University of New Hampshire—Department of Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Food Systems, Cooperative Extension
Phone: 603-862-3203
Address: 316 Taylor Hall, Durham, NH 03824
Email: becky.sideman@unh.edu
URL: extension.unh.edu/staff/person/beckysideman
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Sustainable agriculture
•	 Vegetable and berry production 
•	 Low-input and organic production practices
•	 Seasonal extension and high tunnel production
•	 Plant breeding and genetics
•	 Plant disease resistance and management

New Jersey
Joseph R. Heckman
Extension Specialist, Soil Fertility
Rutgers University—Department of Plant Biology
Phone: 848-932-6333
Address: 59 Dudley Rd, Foran Hall, New Brunswick, NJ 
08901-8520
Email: heckman@njaes.rutgers.edu
URL: plantbiology.rutgers.edu/faculty/heckman/Joseph-
Heckman.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Sustainable agriculture systems
•	 Organic management of soil fertility
•	 Organic fertilizers
•	 Organic pasture management and grazing
•	 Organic dairy for organic raw milk production and 

quality and safety
•	 Organic agriculture history

New Mexico
Suzanne DeVos-Cole
County Extension Agent
New Mexico State University 
Address: PO Box 390, Mora, NM 87732
Email: sdcole64@nmsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetables
•	 Organic fruit
•	 Organic roses and herbaceous plants

Tom Dominguez
County Extension Agent, Agriculture/Natural Resources
New Mexico State University—New Mexico Cooperative 
Extension Service
Address: 3229 Rodeo Rd, Santa Fe, NM 87507
Email: tdomingu@nmsu.edu
URL: aces.nmsu.edu/county/santafe
Area of Expertise:
•	 Fruit and vegetables
•	 Livestock

John R. Garlisch
Extension Agent, Bernalillo County County Extension 
Services
New Mexico State University
Phone: 505-243-1386 
Address: 1510 Menaul Blvd NW Albuquerque, NM 87107
Email: garlisch@nmsu.edu 
URL: bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu
Area of Expertise:  
•	 Horticultural crops disease, disorders, and pests
•	 Agribusiness management, economics, and marketing 
•	 On-farm food safety

Robert Heyduck
Agriculture Senior Research Specialist
New Mexico State University
Address: PO Box 159, Alcalde, NM 87511             
Email: rheyduck@nmsu.edu                                   
URL: alcaldesc.nmsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic fruit and vegetable production, grains, pulses, 

and cover crops
•	 Agroforestry
•	 High Tunnels
•	 Irrigation
•	 Medicinal and native plants

Peter Skelton
Professor 
New Mexico State University—College of Agriculture, 
Consumer and Environmental Sciences
Address: PO Box 1310, Las Vegas, NM 87701
Email: skelton@nmsu.edu
URL: yasc.nmsu.edu/index.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Greenhouse and raised bed organic vegetables 
•	 Organic fruit: apple, grape, raspberry, strawberry
•	 Organic flower and herb specialty products
•	 Organic youth development, education, demonstration 

and training

mailto:becky.sideman%40unh.edu?subject=
https://extension.unh.edu/staff/person/beckysideman
https://extension.unh.edu/staff/person/beckysideman
mailto:heckman%40njaes.rutgers.edu?subject=
https://plantbiology.rutgers.edu/faculty/heckman/Joseph-Heckman.html
mailto:sdcole64%40nmsu.edu?subject=
mailto:tdomingu%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://aces.nmsu.edu/county/santafe
https://aces.nmsu.edu/county/santafe
mailto:garlisch%40nmsu.edu?subject=
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu
http://bernalilloextension.nmsu.edu
mailto:rheyduck%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://alcaldesc.nmsu.edu
https://alcaldesc.nmsu.edu
mailto:skelton%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://yasc.nmsu.edu/index.html
https://yasc.nmsu.edu/index.html
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Amanda Skidmore
Integrated Pest Management Specialist for Urban and 
Small Farms
New Mexico State University
Phone: 505-865-7340
Address: Los Lunas Agricultural Science Center, 1036 
Miller Rd, Los Lunas, NM 87031
Email: skid@nmsu.edu
URL: aces.nmsu.edu/ipm
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic pest management 
•	 Organic fruit and vegetable specialty crop management 
•	 Organic landscape management
•	 Organic management education 
•	 Extension and research programs focus on pest 

management, sustainability, specialty crops, and 
pollinator protection in urban and agricultural settings

Marisa Thompson
Extension Urban Horticulture Specialist
New Mexico State University—Cooperative Extension
Address: NMSU Agricultural Science Center at Los Lunas, 
1036 Miller Rd, Los Lunas, NM 87031 
Email: risi@nmsu.edu
URL: desertblooms.nmsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Fostering sustainable horticulture practices within the 

green industry and for the general public
•	 Ornamental plants and backyard fruits and vegetables 

including native and adapted trees, shrubs, flowers, 
grasses, bulbs, tomatoes, artichokes

•	 Research and Extension education efforts focus on 
mitigating abiotic stress through improved species 
selection, planting and irrigation practices, mulching, 
soil health, shade structures

Stephanie J. Walker
Extension Vegetable Specialist
New Mexico State University—Extension Plant Sciences
Phone: 575-646-4398
Address: MSC 3AE, PO Box 30003, Las Cruces, NM 88003
Email: swalker@nmsu.edu
URL: eps.nmsu.edu/walker-stephanie.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetable production
•	 Vegetable breeding
•	 Trainings in organic vegetable production at the NM 

Organic Farming Conference, NM Chile Conference, 
and NM WSARE PDP events

New York
A. Fay Benson
South Central New York (SCNY) Regional Dairy and Field 
Crops Team and Small Dairy Support
Cornell University—Cooperative Extension
South Central New York Dairy and Field Crops
Phone: 607-391-2660 x410
Address: CCE Cortland County, 60 Central Ave, Cortland, 
NY 13045
Email: afb3@cornell.edu
URL: scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=14
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic dairy
•	 On-farm processing
•	 Pasture management
•	 Grazing heifers

Thomas Björkman
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Phone: 315-787-2218
Address: 205 Hedrick Hall, Geneva, NY 14456
Email: tnb1@cornell.edu
URL: cals.cornell.edu/thomas-nils-erik-bjorkman
Area of Expertise:
•	 Buckwheat
•	 Cover crops
•	 Organic agriculture 
•	 Reproductive development 
•	 Research focus is in the mechanism whereby 

cover crops can overcome limitations in soil quality 
contributing to weed management in vegetable 
production systems

Bryan Brown
Cornell University—New York State Integrated Pest 
Management 
Phone: 315-787-2432
Address: IPM House, 607 W North St., Cornell AgriTech, 
Geneva, NY 14456
Email: bryan.brown@cornell.edu
URL: nysipm.cornell.edu/people/bryan-brown
Area of Expertise:
•	 Weed management
•	 Stacked cultivation 
•	 Works with growers, extension educators, industry 

leaders, researchers to address knowledge gaps in 
weed IPM

•	 Develops programming to improve adoption of 
effective weed management practices covering all 
agricultural crops throughout New York

•	 Studies organic weed management for specialty 
horticultural crops

mailto:skid%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://aces.nmsu.edu/ipm
https://aces.nmsu.edu/ipm
mailto:risi%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://desertblooms.nmsu.edu
https://desertblooms.nmsu.edu
mailto:swalker%40nmsu.edu?subject=
https://eps.nmsu.edu/walker-stephanie.html
https://eps.nmsu.edu/walker-stephanie.html
mailto:afb3%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=14
https://scnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=14
mailto:tnb1%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://cals.cornell.edu/thomas-nils-erik-bjorkman
https://cals.cornell.edu/thomas-nils-erik-bjorkman
mailto:bryan.brown%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/people/bryan-brown
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/people/bryan-brown
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Elizabeth Buck
Fresh Market Vegetable Specialist
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Cornell 
Vegetable Program
Phone: 585-406-3419
Address: CCE Erie County, 21 S Grove St, East Aurora, NY 
14052
Email: emb273@cornell.edu
URL: cvp.cce.cornell.edu/staff.php?id=37
Area of Expertise:
•	 Fresh market vegetables
•	 Weed management
•	 Soil health

Laurie Drinkwater
Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Phone: 607-255-9408
Address: 147B Plant Science Bldg, Ithaca, NY14850
Email: led24@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/laurie-drinkwater
Area of Expertise:
•	 Agroecology 
•	 Nutrient management
•	 Sustainability 
•	 Research includes studies of soil nutrient cycling 

processes in agroecosystems at scales ranging from 
the rhizosphere to farm and watershed scales

•	 Investigates mechanisms within the plant-soil-
microbial continuum that control ecosystem 
processes such as energy flows and nutrient cycling

•	 Educational activities are aimed at farmers who rely 
on green manures as nitrogen sources or interested in 
using cover crops in farming systems

Ethan Grundberg
Vegetable Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Eastern New 
York Commercial Horticulture
Phone: 845-344-1234
Address: CCE Orange County, 18 Seward Ave, Ste 300, 
Middletown, NY 10940
Email: eg572@cornell.edu
URL: enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=89
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic production systems
•	 Small farm equipment
•	 Integrated pest management
•	 Cover crops

Robert Hadad
Extension Vegetable Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Cornell 
Vegetable Program
Phone: 585-739-4065
Address: CCE Monroe County 2449 St. Paul Blvd, 
Rochester, NY 14617
Email: rgh26@cornell.edu
URL: cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=9
Area of Expertise:
•	 Food safety
•	 Fresh market vegetables
•	 Marketing
•	 Organic 

Elisabeth Hodgdon
Vegetable Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Eastern New 
York Commercial Horticulture
Phone: 518-561-7450
Address: CCE Clinton County, 6064 NY-22, Plattsburgh, 
NY 12901
Email: eh528@cornell.edu
URL: enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=98
Area of Expertise:
•	 Pest management
•	 High tunnel production
•	 Season extension
•	 Organic agriculture

Christy Hoepting
Extension Vegetable Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Cornell 
Vegetable Program
Phone: 585-798-4265 x38
Address: CCE Orleans County 12690 Rt 31, Albion, NY 
14411
Email: cah59@cornell.edu
URL: cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=22
Area of Expertise:
•	 Extension vegetable specialist
•	 On-farm field research and pesticide training
•	 Specializes in management of onions and cool 

weather crops such as cabbage and broccoli
•	 Swede midge management in organic systems
•	 Productive and responsive approach emphasizes 

applied research and innovation

mailto:emb273%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/staff.php?id=37
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/staff.php?id=37
mailto:led24%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/laurie-drinkwater
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/laurie-drinkwater
mailto:eg572%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=89
https://enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=89
mailto:rgh26%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=9
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=9
mailto:eh528%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=98
https://enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=98
mailto:cah59%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=22
https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=22
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Betsy Leonard
Organic Farm Coordinator at Cornell University 
Agricultural Experiment Station
Cornell University—Cornell University Agricultural 
Experiment Station
Phone: 607-423-8366
Address: 147 D Plant Science Bldg, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: bai1@cornell.edu
URL: cuaes.cals.cornell.edu
URL: cuaes.cals.cornell.edu/farms/dilmun-hill
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Organic certification
•	 Leonard supports Organic Research at the HC 

Thompson Research Farm, Musgrave Farm and the 
Cornell Orchard. She’s also a mentor and advisor 
for the Dilmun Hill Student Farm

Nicole Martin
Associate Director, Milk Quality Improvement Program 
Cornell University—Department of Food Science
Phone: 607-255-2894
Address: 326 Stocking Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853
Email: nicole.martin@cornell.edu
URL: foodsafety.foodscience.cornell.edu/mqip
Area of Expertise:
•	 Dairy food quality and safety
•	 Extension services

Michael Mazourek
Associate Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant 
Science, Horticulture Section
Phone: 607-254-7256
Address: 248 Emerson Hall, Ithaca, NY14850
Email: mm284@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/michael-mazourek
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant breeding
•	 Innovation of vegetables for adaptation for 

production in the Northeastern US supporting 
delicious, nutritious, abundant harvests in 
production systems avoiding the use of synthetic 
chemicals or materials

•	 Research focused on selection approaches for 
vegetable improvement

Margaret McGrath
Associate Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology Section
Phone: 631-727-3595
Address: Long Island Horticultural Research and Extension 
Center, Riverhead, NY 11901-1098
Email: mtm3@cornell.edu
URL: pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-mcgrath
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant pathology
•	 Research/extension program goal is to improve the 

management of important diseases of vegetable crops 
grown on Long Island with both conventional and 
organic production systems

•	 Studies the efficacy of OMRI-listed fungicides in 
selected vegetable crops

Brian Nault
Professor 
Cornell University—Department of Entomology
Phone: 315-787-2354
Address: 525 Barton Laboratory, Geneva, NY14456
Email: ban6@cornell.edu
URL: entomology.cals.cornell.edu/people/brian-nault
Area of Expertise:
•	 Insect management
•	 Research program focuses on understanding the 

biology and ecology of insects that attack and/or 
spread viruses to vegetable crops

•	 Studies the efficacy of OMRI-listed insecticides in 
selected vegetable crops

Greg Peck
Assistant Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Phone: 607-255-7122
Address: 121 Plant Science, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: gmp32@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/gregory-peck
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic apple production
•	 Research addresses the challenges of sustainably and 

profitably producing tree fruits
•	 Projects focus on soil ecology in high-density 

orchards, value-added products (i.e., hard cider), and 
sustainable management practices and systems

mailto:bai1%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://cuaes.cals.cornell.edu
https://cuaes.cals.cornell.edu/farms/dilmun-hill
https://cuaes.cals.cornell.edu/farms/dilmun-hill
mailto:nicole.martin%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://foodsafety.foodscience.cornell.edu/mqip
https://foodsafety.foodscience.cornell.edu/mqip
mailto:mm284%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/michael-mazourek
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/michael-mazourek
mailto:mtm3%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-mcgrath
https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-mcgrath
mailto:ban6%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://entomology.cals.cornell.edu/people/brian-nault
https://entomology.cals.cornell.edu/people/brian-nault
mailto:gmp32%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/gregory-peck
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/gregory-peck
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Sarah Pethybridge
Associate Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology Section
Phone: 315-787-2417
Address: 211 Barton Laboratory, Geneva, NY 14456
Email: sjp277@cornell.edu
URL: pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/sarah-pethybridge
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant pathology
•	 Provides reliable information to vegetable growers 

and industry stakeholders in New York encouraging 
adoption of durable management strategies and 
tactics for the control of soilborne diseases

•	 Studies the efficacy of OMRI-listed fungicides in 
selected vegetable crops

Marvin Pritts
Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Phone: 607-255-1778
Address: 137 Plant Science, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: mpp3@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/marvin-pritts
Area of Expertise:
•	 Conventional and organic berry/small fruit production 
•	 Research focused on developing sustainable 

production methods for berry crops: exploring 
environmental modifications primarily using high 
and low tunnels to produce tender crops (e.g. 
blackberries) in colder climates, and to extend 
strawberry and raspberry season into fall

Anusuya Rangarajan
Director, Cornell Small Farms Program
Cornell University
Phone: 607-255-1780
Address: 15G Plant Science Bldg, Ithaca, NY 14853
Email: ar47@cornell.edu
URL: smallfarms.cornell.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic soil management: nutrient mineralization, soil 

organic matter, soil quality
•	 Organic vegetable production: brassicas, cucurbits, 

peppers, tomatoes, beets
•	 Organic strawberry production 
•	 Organic production education and training: curricula, 

demonstration, mentoring, farmer to farmer networks
•	 Organic cover cropping strategies
•	 Small-scale organic systems management
•	 Research focused on advancing reduced tillage 

strategies (e.g. no-till, striptill, zone tillage) for different 
scales of organic vegetable production, and exploring 
how tarping with opaque materials can advance no-till 
systems for organic vegetables

Matthew Ryan
Associate Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant 
Science, Soil and Crop Sciences Section
Phone: 607-255-4964
Address: 515 Bradfield, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: mrr232@cornell.edu
URL: scs.cals.cornell.edu/people/matthew-ryan
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic weed management for field crops
•	 Cover crops
•	 Reduced tillage
•	 Perennial grains
•	 Agroecology 
•	 Research aims to increase cropping system 

sustainability through ecological intensification
•	 Focus on expanding the utility of cover crops by 

overcoming obstacles that limit their adoption, and 
developing management practices maximizing their 
benefits

Abby Seaman
Vegetable IPM Coordinator 
Cornell University—New York State Integrated Pest 
Management Program
Phone: 315-787-2422
Address: 507 W North St, Geneva, NY 14456
Email: ajs32@cornell.edu
URL: nysipm.cornell.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 IPM for vegetable growers
•	 Maintains and updates IPM resources for organic 

vegetable growers
•	 Conducts applied research on organic pest 

management practices (currently an organic 
squash systems trial)

Christine Smart
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant 
Science, Plant Pathology and Plant-Microbe Biology 
Section
Phone: 315-787-2441
Address: 213 Barton Lab, Geneva, NY 14456
Email: cds14@cornell.edu
URL: pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/christine-smart
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant pathology
•	 Developing improved management strategies 

for vegetable diseases by increasing our 
understanding of pathogen biology and diversity 
under field conditions providing growers with novel 
disease management options

•	 Studies the efficacy of OMRI-listed fungicides in 
selected vegetable crops

mailto:sjp277%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/sarah-pethybridge
https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/sarah-pethybridge
mailto:mpp3%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/marvin-pritts
https://hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/marvin-pritts
mailto:r47%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu
https://smallfarms.cornell.edu
mailto:mrr232%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://scs.cals.cornell.edu/people/matthew-ryan
https://scs.cals.cornell.edu/people/matthew-ryan
mailto:ajs32%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://nysipm.cornell.edu
https://nysipm.cornell.edu
mailto:cds14%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/christine-smart

https://pppmb.cals.cornell.edu/people/christine-smart
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Margaret Smith
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Plant Breeding and Genetics Section
Phone: 607-255-1654
Address: G42 Emerson Hall, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: mes25@cornell.edu
URL: plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-e-smith
Area of Expertise:
•	 Corn breeding for organic and sustainable agriculture
•	 Research goals are to enhance understanding of corn 

adaptation and develop genetic materials to improve 
corn productivity and sustainability in marginal 
environments

Mark E. Sorrells
Professor of Plant Breeding
Cornell University
Phone: 607-255-1665
Address: 240 Emerson Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853-1902
Email: mes12@cornell.edu
URL: smallgrains.cals.cornell.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Genetics and breeding of small grains cereals.
•	 Organic value-added grains for local and regional food 

systems

Lynn Sosnoskie
Assistant Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Address: 221 Hedrick Hall, Geneva, NY 14456
Email: lms438@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/lynn-sosnoskie
Area of Expertise:
•	 Weed management 
•	 Research, extension, and outreach focuses on 

sustainable weed management in vegetable and fruit 
crops

Crystal Stewart-Courtens
Regional Vegetable Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension—Eastern New 
York Commercial Horticulture
Phone: 518-775-0018
Address: 134 Miller Rd, Johnstown, NY 12095
Email: cls263@cornell.edu
URL: enych.cce.cornell.edu/specialist.php?id=51
Area of Expertise:
•	 Small and beginning farms
•	 Organic production systems
•	 Garlic 
•	 Variety trialing in organic systems, garlic production, 

and post-harvest handling work
•	 Current president of the board of directors of NOFA-NY

Justine Vanden Heuvel
Professor 
Cornell University—School of Integrative Plant Science, 
Horticulture Section
Address: 14 Plant Science, Ithaca, NY 14850
Email: jev32@cornell.edu
URL: hort.cals.cornell.edu/people/justine-vanden-heuvel
Area of Expertise:
•	 Viticulture
•	 Organic grape/vineyard production
•	 Research focuses on optimizing flavors and aromas 

in wine grapes, and improving both the environmental 
and economic sustainability of wine grape production 
systems in cool climates

North Carolina
Hannah Burrack
Professor and Extension Specialist 
North Carolina State University—Department of 
Entomology and Plant Pathology
Phone: 919-513-4344
Address: Unit 1 Method Rd, Box 7634, Raleigh, NC 27695-
7634
Email: hjburrac@ncsu.edu
URL: ces.ncsu.edu/profile/hannah-burrack
Area of Expertise:
•	 Arthropod management in berries, hemp, and tobacco.
•	 Uses pest biology to inform cultural, biological, and 

chemical management (when needed) in organic 
systems

Jeanine Marie Davis
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist and Manager, 
NC Alternative Crops and Organics Program 
North Carolina State University—Mountain Horticultural 
Crops Research and Extension Center
Phone: 828-684-3562
Address: 455 Research Dr, Mills River, NC 28759
Email: Jeanine_Davis@ncsu.edu
URL: newcropsorganics.ces.ncsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetables: peppers, tomatoes, cucurbits, 

broccoli
•	 Additional organic plants: herbs, native
•	 medicinal herbs, ginseng
•	 Organic pest management: cultural controls,
•	 mechanical control
•	 Organic education and training: on-farm research, 

demonstration, replicated studies on university 
research stations, agent and grower training, 
conferences

•	 Organic economics/marketing: agritourism, alternative 
enterprises

•	 New crop development with medicinal herbs and 
organic vegetable emphasis 

mailto:mes25%40cornell.edu?subject=
https://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-e-smith

https://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/people/margaret-e-smith
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North Dakota
Bradley T. Brummond
Walsh County Extension Agent 
North Dakota State University—Extension Service
Phone: 701-284-6624
Address: 101 County Rd 12B, Park River, ND 58270
Email: bradley.brummond@ndsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic agronomic crops (barley, wheat, millet, 

oats, flax)
•	 Organic pest management (weed control, cover/

smother crops, cultural control, mechanical 
control)

•	 Organic education and training (mentor)
•	 28 years working to educate producers, 

consumers, and government employees on organic 
crop production

Karl Hoppe
Area Extension Specialist for Livestock Systems
North Dakota State University—NDSU Carrington 
Research Extension Center
Phone: 701-652-2951 x111
Address: PO Box 219, Carrington, ND 58421-0219
Email: karl.hoppe@ndsu.edu
URL: ag.ndsu.edu/carringtonrec/staff/karl-hoppe
Area of Expertise:
•	 Beef cattle nutrition and management for cow/calf 

herds
•	 Feedlot nutrition and management for beef cattle
•	 Sheep production management
•	 SARE – Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education

Hans Kandel
Extension Agronomist Broadleaf Crops 
North Dakota State University
Phone: 701-231-8135
Address: NDSU Plant Science Department, Loftsgard 
Hall 166E, Dept. 7670, PO Box 6050, Fargo, ND 58108-
6050
Email: hans.kandel@ndsu.edu 
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic crop production (cover crops)
•	 Organic agronomic crops (barley, canola, rye, 

soybeans, wheat)
•	 Organic pest management (cover/smother crops, 

mechanical control)
•	 Organic education and training (farmer-to- farmer 

networks, on-farm research) 
•	 Works with organic wheat, oat, soybean variety 

evaluation, mechanical weed control, cover crops 
like hairy vetch, chickling vetch, buckwheat, and 
rye

Clair Keene
Extension Specialist in Cropping Systems
North Dakota State University—NDSU Williston Research 
Extension Center
Phone: 701-774-4315
Address: 14120 Hwy 2, Williston, ND 58801
Email: clair.keene@ndsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic crop management in semi-arid environments: 

wheat, barley, oats, flax, pea, lentil, chickpea
•	 Organic weed control
•	 Organic education and training

Steve Zwinger
Research Specialist
North Dakota State University—NDSU Carrington 
Research Extension Center
Phone: 701-652-2951
Address: 663 Hwy 281 N, Carrington, ND 58421
Email: steve.zwinger@ndsu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic crop research and variety evaluation: wheat, 

rye, oats, spelt, emmer, barley, flax, pea, lentil, mustard
•	 Organic breeding of cereal crops and vegetables
•	 Organic management of small plot trials

Ohio
Matthew Kleinhenz
Professor, Extension Specialist, Vegetable Production 
Systems
The Ohio State University
Phone: 330-263-3810
Address: 1680 Madison Ave, Wooster, OH 44691
Email: Kleinhenz.1@osu.edu
URL: u.osu.edu/vegprolab
Area of Expertise:
•	 Crop physiology, quality, and cultural management
•	 Develops tools, materials, resources, and practices 

enhancing farmer success in open-field and high 
tunnel settings

•	 Current work involves grafting, microbe-containing 
crop biostimulants, and alternative seeding tactics

mailto:bradley.brummond%40ndsu.edu?subject=
mailto:karl.hoppe%40ndsu.edu?subject=
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/carringtonrec/staff/karl-hoppe
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/carringtonrec/staff/karl-hoppe
mailto:hans.kandel%40ndsu.edu?subject=
mailto:clair.keene%40ndsu.edu?subject=
mailto:steve.zwinger%40ndsu.edu?subject=
mailto:Kleinhenz.1%40osu.edu?subject=
https://u.osu.edu/vegprolab
https://u.osu.edu/vegprolab
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Oklahoma
Jim Shrefler
Horticulture Specialist
Oklahoma State University
Phone: 580-513-5544
Address: Bryan County Extension, PO Box 749, Durant, OK 
74702
Email: Jim.Shrefler@okstate.edu
URL: agresearch.okstate.edu/facilities/wes-watkins-
agricultural-research-and-extension-center/index.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetables, weeds
•	 Manages an OSU research station certified organic 

area
•	 Current work includes nectar cropping systems for 

honeybees, vegetable production, and high tunnel 
onion transplant production

Oregon 
Nicolas Andrews
Extension Agent
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 503-913-9410
Address: 15210 NE Miley Rd, Aurora OR 97002
Email: nick.andrews@oregonstate.edu 
URL: smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production, cover cropping, 

nutrient management 
•	 Fertilizer and cover crop calculator 

Kristine Buckland
Assistant Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 503-506-0955
Address: 15210 NE Miley Rd, Aurora OR 97002
Email: kristine.buckland@oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable and specialty seed production

James Cassidy
Senior Instructor 
Oregon State University—Crop and Soil Science
Phone: 541-979-5833
Address: 109 Crops Bldg, Corvallis OR 97331 
Email: james.cassidy@oregonstate.edu
URL: ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/
undergraduate/certificates/organic-farming-systems

Area of Expertise:
•	 Leads Organic Grower’s Club–student organic farming 

and gardening club
•	 Instructs undergraduate organic farming systems 

certificate courses: HORT 260 Organic Gardening and 
Farming and SOIL 360 Soil Management for Organic 
Production

Jenifer Cruikshank
Assistant Professor
Oregon State University—Animal and Rangeland Science
Phone: 541-737-3431
Address: 112 Withycombe Hall Corvallis OR 97331
Email: jenifer.cruikshank@oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise: 
•	 Organic dairy production

Shayan Ghajar
Oregon State University—Animal and Rangeland Science
Phone: 541-737-3431
Address: 112 Withycombe Hall Corvallis OR 97331
Email: shayan.ghajar@oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic pasture and forages

Ken Johnson
Professor
Oregon State University—Botany and Plant Pathology
Phone: 541-737-5249
Address: 4575 SW Research Way Corvallis OR 97333
Email: johnsonk@science.oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic fire blight management in tree fruits

Marcello Moretti
Assistant Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 541-737-5454
Address: 4017 ALS, Corvallis OR 97331
Email: marcelo.moretti@oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic weed management in perennial crops 

James Myers
Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 541-737-3083
Address: 4017 ALS, Corvallis OR 97331
Email: james.myers@oregonstate.edu  
URL: ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/graduate/
organic-agriculture/curriculum.htm

mailto:Jim.Shrefler%40okstate.edu?subject=
https://agresearch.okstate.edu/facilities/wes-watkins-agricultural-research-and-extension-center/index.html
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https://agresearch.okstate.edu/facilities/wes-watkins-agricultural-research-and-extension-center/index.htm
mailto:nick.andrews%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
https://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator
mailto:kristine.buckland%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:james.cassidy%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/undergraduate/certificates/organic-farming-systems
mailto:jenifer.cruikshank%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:shayan.ghajar%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:johnsonk%40science.oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:marcelo.moretti%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
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Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable breeding
•	 Instructs graduate organic farming systems 

certificate courses: PBG 552 Plant breeding and seed 
production in organic systems 

Stefan Seiter
Senior Instructor
Oregon State University—Crop and Soil Science
Phone: 541-737-6372
Address: 109 Crops Bldg, Corvallis OR 97331
Email: stefan.seiter@oregonstate.edu
URL: ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/graduate/
organic-agriculture/curriculum.htm  
Area of Expertise:
•	 Instructs graduate organic farming systems 

certificate courses:HORT 540 – Organic Vegetable 
Production Systems: Design and Management 

Lane Selman
Assistant Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 503-528-6631
Address: 4017 ALS, Corvallis OR 97331
Email: lane.selman@oregonstate.edu
URL: culinarybreedingnetwork.com
Area of Expertise:
•	 Leads Culinary Breeding Network

Alex Stone
Associate Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture 
Phone: 541-602-4676
Address: 4017 ALS, Corvallis OR 97331
Email: alex.stone@oregonstate.edu
URL: ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/
undergraduate/certificates/organic-farming-systems
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Instructs undergraduate organic farming systems 

certificate courses

Nik Wiman
Associate Professor
Oregon State University—Department of Horticulture
Phone: 503-678-1264
Address: 15210 NE Miley Rd Aurora OR 97002
Email: nik.wiman@oregonstate.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic hazelnut production
•	 Organic management of brown marmorated stink bug

Pennsylvania
Mary Barbercheck
Professor
Pennsylvania State University—Department of Entomology
Phone: 814-863-2982
Address: 516 ASI Bldg, University Park, PA 16802
Email: meb34@psu.edu
URL: ento.psu.edu/directory/meb34
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil entomology and insect pathology
•	 Biological control
•	 Researches effects of crop and soil management 

practices on soil-dwelling pest and beneficial insects 
and insect-pathogenic fungi in organic feed and 
forage cropping systems

•	 Extension programming focuses on the soil food 
web, soil health, and integrated pest management in 
organic production systems

•	 Co-teaches courses and lectures on organic crop 
production

Terrence Bell
Assistant Professor
Pennsylvania State University
Phone: 814-865-9653
Address: 317 Buckhout Lab, University Park, PA 16803
Email: thb15@psu.edu
URL: microbiomemanipulationlab.weebly.com
Area of Expertise:
•	 Microbial management in soils and plants 
•	 Explores microbial management through both passive 

and active approaches; application and efficacy of 
microbial products for soils

Kristy Borrelli
Educator, Sustainable Agriculture Extension and 
Coordinator, Northeast SARE Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania State University—Extension
Phone: 814-863-9845
Address: 116 Ag Science and Industries Bldg, University 
Park, PA 16801
Email: kab617@psu.edu
URL: extension.psu.edu/kristy-borrelli
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil science and grain cropping systems
•	 Project management 
•	 organic agronomy educator lead for Penn State 

Extension 
•	 Northeast SARE state coordinator for Pennsylvania
•	 Research focuses on diversifying agronomic cropping 

systems to maintain soil, water, and air quality while 
ensuring economic opportunities for farmers

•	 Organic agronomy: soil health management, 
alternative crops and rotations, and conservation 
cropping strategies

mailto:stefan.seiter%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
https://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/online-degrees/graduate/organic-agriculture/curriculum.htm
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https://ento.psu.edu/directory/meb34
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Liz Bosak
Extension Educator
Pennsylvania State University—Extension
Phone: 717-582-6975
Address: 1451 Peters Mountain Rd, Dauphin, PA 17018
Email: ejb246@psu.edu
URL: extension.psu.edu/liz-bosak
Area of Expertise:
•	 Field crops
•	 Entomology
•	 Pest management
•	 Bosak works with organic grain producers in 

Dauphin and Perry counties. For the past three 
years, she has been working on evaluating spelt 
varieties on farms with Alyssa Collins

Anna Busch
Agronomy Extension Educator
Pennsylvania State University—Extension
Phone: 570-556-4756
Address: 343 Chestnut St. #3, Mifflinburg, PA 17844
Email: akb226@psu.edu
URL: extension.psu.edu/anna-busch
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic agronomic crops (corn, soybeans, small 

grains)
•	 Organic education and training (farmer-to-farmer 

networks, on-farm research)
•	 Provides organic extension programs through a 

regional farmer network focusing on agronomic 
crops

•	 Assists with local on-farm research projects

Christopher Gambino
Assistant Professor
Delaware Valley University—Department of Animal 
Science
Phone: 215-489-2332
Address: 700 E Butler Ave, Doylestown, PA 18901
Email: christopher.gambino@delval.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic livestock handling and management: 

designing infrastructure needs, preventative 
management, and disease treatment

•	 Organic animal feeding and nutrition: evaluating 
forage, designing custom diets/rations

•	 Pilot Research Trials: experimental design, 
determining the efficacy of new products, designing 
new products 

Dave Hartman
Extension Educator
Pennsylvania State Extension
Phone: 570-433-3040
Address: 542 County Farm Rd, Montoursville, PA 17754
Email: dwh2@psu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Pasture
•	 Grazing management
•	 Forage crops
•	 Facilitates organic field crop grower network across 

several counties that has regular study circle 
sessions and on-farm meetings

•	 Hhosted on-farm research as part of university grant-
funded research projects

Jacqueline A. Ricotta
Professor of Horticulture, and Academic Program 
Director, Organic Farming Certificate Program in 
Partnership with the Rodale Institute
Delaware Valley University
Phone: 215-489-2333
Address: 700 E. Butler Ave, Doylestown, PA 18901
Email: jacqueline.Ricotta@delval.edu
URL: delval.edu/programs/continuing-professional-
studies/organic-farming
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic education and training: curriculum, 

experiential learning, on-farm training
•	 Organic crop production: conservation tillage, cover 

crops
•	 Organic pest management: organic pesticides, trap 

crops, biological control, weed management, cover 
crops, row covers, cultural control, mechanical 
control, traps

Elsa Sanchez
Professor of Horticultural Systems Management
Pennsylvania State University 
Phone: 814-863-2433
Address: 102 Tyson Bldg, University Park, PA 16802
Email: ess11@psu.edu
URL: plantscience.psu.edu/directory/ess11
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Organic education and training
•	 Extension/applied research program in vegetable 

production systems with a focus on sustainable 
production practices

mailto:ejb246%40psu.edu?subject=
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https://delval.edu/programs/continuing-professional-studies/organic-farming
mailto:ess11%40psu.edu?subject=
https://plantscience.psu.edu/directory/ess11
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21

John Wallace
Assistant Professor of Weed Science
Pennsylvania State University
Phone: 814-863-1014
Address: 116 ASI Bldg, University Park, PA 16802
Email: jmw309@psu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Weed ecology and management
•	 Cover crop management 
•	 Organic research that focuses on weed 

management in reduced-till and rotational no-till 
organic field crop production systems

Charlie White
Extension Specialist
Pennsylvania State University
Phone: 814-863-1016
Address: 116 ASI Bldg, University Park, PA 16802
Email: cmw29@psu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil fertility
•	 Soil health
•	 Nutrient management
•	 On-farm research and extension programs related 

to cover crops, soil fertility, soil health

Dave Wilson
Pennsylvania State University—Extension Berks 
County
Phone: 610-378-1327
Address: 1238 County Welfare Rd, Ste 110, Leesport, 
PA 19533
Email: dow5088@psu.edu
URL: extension.psu.edu/dave-wilson
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil fertility
•	 Soil health
•	 Cover crops
•	 No-till planting and planting green
•	 Weed management
•	 Forages and forage quality
•	 Pasture management and rotational grazing
•	 Grazing winter-annuals, summer annuals, 

brassicas, extending the grazing season
•	 Crop rotation strategies
•	 Organic farming
•	 New and beginning farmer/start farming programs
•	 Former organic research agronomist at Rodale 

Institute, and currently on Penn State Extension 
Organic-Subteam working on research initiatives 
with organic farmers transitioning to organic 
systems: various field cropping systems, reduced 
tillage initiatives, soil health, cover crops, grazing 
initiatives

Rhode Island
Heather Faubert
Research Associate
University of Rhode Island
Phone: 401-874-2967
Address: 3 East Alumni Ave, Kingston, RI 02881
Email: hfaubert@uri.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Fruit
•	 Advises commercial fruit producers, some of which are 

organic

Rebecca Brown
Professor of Plant Sciences, Sustainable Agriculture
University of Rhode Island—Department of Plant Sciences 
and Entomology
Phone: 401-874-2755
Address: 9 East Alumni Ave, Kingston, RI 02881
Email: brownred@uri.edu
URL: web.uri.edu/coopext/food-systems
Area of Expertise:
•	 Peri-urban vegetable production, cover crops
•	 Use of birdsfoot trefoil as a medicinal forage for organic 

sheep and goats

Andy Radin
Extension Educator and Vegetable Crops Specialist
University of Rhode Island—Department of Plant Science 
and Entomology
Phone: 401-874-2967
Address: 127 Greenhouse Bldg, Kingston, RI 02881
Email: andy_radin@uri.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Pest and disease management
•	 Soil management
•	 Plant nutrition

mailto:jmw309%40psu.edu?subject=
mailto:cmw29%40psu.edu?subject=
mailto:dow5088%40psu.edu?subject=
https://extension.psu.edu/dave-wilson
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Tennessee
Gary Bates
Extension Forage Specialist; Professor and Director
University of Tennessee—Department of Plant Sciences
Phone: 865-974-7208
Address: 2505 EJ Chapman Dr, Knoxville, TN 37996
Email: gbates@utk.edu
URL: utia.tennessee.edu/person/?id=3265
Area of Expertise:
•	 Forage and cover crop production and management

David Butler
Associate Professor 
University of Tennessee
Phone: 865-974-7165
Address: 2505 EJ Chapman Dr, Knoxville, TN 37996
Email: dbutler@utk.edu
URL: utia.tennessee.edu/person/?id=8484
Area of Expertise:
•	 Non-chemical soil disinfestation
•	 Applied soil-plant-microbe interactions in organic 

cropping systems
•	 Nutrient cycling in organic cropping systems
•	 Research and teaching in the general areas of 

organic horticulture and agroecology
•	 Primary research centers on understanding 

mechanisms of soilborne pathogen control and 
plant growth promotion in soils treated by biological/
anaerobic soil disinfestation

Megan Leffew
Extension Specialist III, Value-Added Agriculture 
Marketing
University of Tennessee Extension—Center for Profitable 
Agriculture
Phone: 931-486-2777
Address: 850 Lion Pkwy, Columbia, TN 38401
Email: mleffew@utk.edu
URL: cpa.tennessee.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Direct marketing
•	 Value-added agriculture marketing
•	 Agritourism
•	 Helps farmers evaluate, develop, and improve 

direct marketing for value-added and agritourism 
operations

Forbes Walker
Professor and Soils Extension Specialist
University of Tennessee
Phone: 865-974-6402
Address: 2506 EJ Chapman Dr, Knoxville, TN 37990
Email: frwalker@utk.edu

Area of Expertise: 
•	 Soil management
•	 Nutrient management
•	 No-till
•	 Cover crops
•	 Soil health
•	 Composting
•	 Soil management systems to improve soil health in 

row-crop and forage systems through the use of 
practices such as no-till, cover crops, and appropriate 
nutrient management

Annette Wszelaki
Associate Professor, and Vegetable Extension Specialist
University of Tennessee—Department of Plant Sciences
Phone: 865-974-8332
Address: 2505 EJ Chapman Dr, 112 Plant Biotechnology 
Bldg, Knoxville, TN 37996
Email: annettew@utk.edu
URL: utvegetable.com
Area of Expertise:
•	 Vegetable production
•	 Statewide responsibilities developing a 

comprehensive educational program in commercial 
vegetable production

•	 Co-coordinated design and implementation of 
research projects at the Organic Crops Unit in 
Knoxville; emphasis on alternative crops, season 
extension, minimum tillage, cover cropping, 
farmscaping

Vermont
Heather Darby
Extension Professor
University of Vermont
Phone: 802-524-6501
Address: 278 S Main St, Saint Albans, VT 05478
Email: heather.darby@uvm.edu
URL: uvm.edu/extension/nwcrops
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic soil management
•	 Organic field crops: soybeans, corn, small grains
•	 Organic hops
•	 Organic hemp
•	 Organic forages
•	 Organic dairy 
•	 Organic pest management
•	 Applied research and extension program works 

with a wide range of organic producers addressing 
challenges and investigating opportunities in organic 
systems
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Virginia
Gregory Welbaum
Professor and Plant Biologist
Virginia Tech 
Phone: 540-357-5801
Address: Rm 1120A, RB 1880 Pratt Dr VT-CRC, Blacksburg, 
VA 24060
Email: welbaum@vt.edu
URL: spes.vt.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/welbaum-greg.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Seeds
•	 Vegetable crops
•	 Alternative crops
•	 Insect control using row covers
•	 Organic seed treatments
•	 Increasing beneficial soil microbiota

West Virginia
James Kotcon
Associate Professor
West Virginia University—Division of Plant and Soil 
Sciences
Phone: 304-293-8822
Address: PO Box 6108, 1194 Evansdale Dr, Morgantown, 
WV 26508
Email: jkotcon@wvu.edu 
URL: organic.wvu.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant pathology
•	 Nematology
•	 Pest management 
•	 Farming systems
•	 Sheep health and production
•	 Vegetable and field crops
•	 Conducts research and education on a wide variety 

of organic agriculture topics including crop and 
livestock production; extends results to organic and 
conventional growers

•	 Coordinates student internship program
•	 Teaches organic crop production courses
•	 Advises sustainable food and farming undergraduate 

courses

Wisconsin
Julie Dawson
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Horticulture
Phone: 608-609-6165
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: dawson@hort.wisc.edu
URL: dawson.horticulture.wisc.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic plant breeding
•	 Organic vegetable production

Rue Genger
Researcher
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Horticulture
Phone:  608-265-3056
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: rkgenger@wisc.edu
URL: horticulture.wisc.edu/directory/rue-genger
Area of Expertise:
•	 Participatory research
•	 Organic vegetable production

Amanda Gevens
Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of Plant 
Pathology
Phone: 608-890-3072
Address: 1630 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: gevens@wisc.edu
URL: vegpath.plantpath.wisc.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Plant pathology, vegetable crops
•	 Pest management, vegetable crops

Irwin Goldman
Professor
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Horticulture
Phone: 608-262-7781
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison WI 53706
Email: ilgoldma@wisc.edu
URL: horticulture.wisc.edu/directory/irwin-goldman
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic plant breeding
•	 Seed sovereignty
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Lucia Gutierrez
Associate Professor
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Agronomy
Phone: 608-890-4348
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: gutierrezcha@wisc.edu
URL: cereals.agronomy.wisc.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic wheat, barley, and oat breeding

John Hendrickson
Outreach Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Center for 
Integrated Agricultural Systems
Phone: 608-265-3704
Address: 1535 Observatory Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: jhendric@wisc.edu
URL: cias.wisc.edu/directory/john-hendrickson
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production
•	 Farm profitability and cost of production
•	 Beginning farmer training 

Ben Jenkins
Extension Educator
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Division of 
Extension, Green Lake County
Phone: 920-294-4032
Address: 571 County Rd A, Green Lake, WI 54941-8630
Email: ben.jenkins@wisc.edu
URL: greenlake.extension.wisc.edu/staff-directory
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic Dairy production 
•	 Organic Crop Production

Rebecca Larson
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Biosystems Engineering
Phone: 608-890-3171
Address: 460 Henry Mall, Madison, WI   53706
Email: rebecca.larson@wisc.edu
URL: bse.wisc.edu/staff/larson-rebecca
Area of Expertise:
•	 Biological waste
•	 Manure management
•	 Handling and treatment of agricultural and food 

processing waste
•	 Agricultural sustainability
•	 Land application of various waste streams, including 

runoff and leaching
•	 Waste-to-energy technologies, including biogas 

production from anaerobic digestion

Diane Mayerfeld
Senior Outreach Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Division of Extension
Phone: 608-262-8188 
Address: 1535 Observatory Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: dbmayerfeld@wisc.edu
URL: cias.wisc.edu/directory/diane-mayerfeld
Area of Expertise:
•	 Sustainable agriculture
•	 Silvopasture

Matt Ruark
Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of Soil 
Science
Phone: 608-263-2889
Address: 1525 Observatory Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: mdruark@wisc.edu
URL: ruarklab.soils.wisc.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Soil fertility management
•	 Cover crops
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Philipp Simon
Professor
University of Wisconsin-Madison—USDA-ARS, 
Department of Horticulture
Phone: 608-262-1248
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: philipp.simon@ars.usda.gov
URL: horticulture.wisc.edu/directory/philipp-simon
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic carrot breeding

Erin Silva
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Plant Pathology
Phone: 608-890-1503
Address: 1630 Linden Dr, Madison, WI  53706
Email: emsilva@wisc.edu
URL: ograin.cals.wisc.edu
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic production systems
•	 Organic grain production
•	 Organic no-till systems
•	 Cover crops

Claire Strader
Extension Educator, Small Scale and Organic Produce 
Educator
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Division of 
Extension, Dane County
Phone: 608-224-3710
Address: 5201 Fen Oak Dr #138, Madison, WI 53718
Email: strader.claire@countyofdane.com
URL: fyi.extension.wisc.edu/danecountyag/dane-
county-clairestrader
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic vegetable production

William Tracy
Professor
University of Wisconsin-Madison—Department of 
Agronomy
Phone: 608-262-2587
Address: 1575 Linden Dr, Madison, WI 53706
Email: wftracy@wisc.edu
URL: agronomy.wisc.edu/bill-tracy
Area of Expertise:
•	 Organic corn breeding

Wyoming
Brian Lee
Research Scientist
University of Wyoming—Agricultural and Applied 
Economics
Phone: 307-837-2000
Address: 2753 State Hwy 157, Lingle, WY 82223
Email: blee@uwyo.edu
URL: uwyo.edu/uwexpstn/centers/sarec
Area of Expertise:
•	 Crop budgets 
•	 Crop economics
•	 Livestock economics 
•	 Lee has experience creating organic crop systems 

budgets

Randa Jabbour
Associate Professor
University of Wyoming—Plant Sciences
Phone: 307-766-3439
Address: Ag C 4006, 1000 E University Ave, Laramie, WY 
82071
Email: rjabbour@uwyo.edu
URL: uwyo.edu/plantsciences/department-directory/
jabbour.html
Area of Expertise:
•	 Agroecology teaching
•	 Pest management in cropping systems
•	 Biodiversity and ecosystem services
•	 Farmer decision-making in agricultural management 
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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Program information may be made 
available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should contact the responsible 
State or local Agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should 
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online at https://www.
ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-3027, from any USDA office, by calling 866-632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and 
date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; or (2) Fax: 833-256-1665 or 202-690-7442; or (3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.
edu/diversity/ext.
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