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SAM.gov Checklist   
Registration & Application 

Why SAM Registration Matters for Your Farm: SAM.gov registration for your farm, ranch, or 
food business operation is an essential step if you plan to apply for federal funding, cost-share 
programs, or grant opportunities. SAM registration verifies your farm as an eligible entity, 
helping ensure you receive payments and participate fully in federal assistance programs. This 
form is an abbreviated checklist of steps for SAM.gov, full information can be found on 
SAM.gov registration checklist.  

1. Gather Required Information 

☐ Email address 

☐Mobile phone for verification 

☐Legal farm or business name 

☐Physical address (no P.O. Box) 

☐TIN/EIN or SSN 

☐Bank account & routing number 

2. Create Your Login.gov Account  
You must create a Login.gov account first because SAM.gov uses Login.gov to verify your 
identity, secure your login, and allow you to access or submit federal award registrations. 
Without Login.gov, you cannot sign in to SAM or begin entity registration. 

☐ Go to Login.gov 

☐ Create account and set two-factor authentication 

3. Start SAM.gov Registration 

☐ Sign in on SAM.gov via Login.gov 

☐ Select 'Register Entity' ® 'Federal Assistance Only' 

☐ Enter legal business info exactly as IRS records 

4. Obtain or Validate Your UEI 

☐ Confirm UEI assigned or matched 

☐ Save UEI for all applications 

 

https://sam.gov/entity-registration
https://sam.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/entity-checklist.pdf
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5. Complete Core Registration Sections 

☐ Business type 

☐ Purpose: financial assistance 

☐ Banking info 

☐ Representations & Certifications 

6. Submit Registration 

☐ Review all entries 

☐ Submit and watch for email updates 

☐ Processing: 5–10 business days 

7. Keep Registration Active 

☐ Renew annually 

☐ Update info if things change 

☐ Keep Login.gov contact info current 

Tips for Farmers 

☐ Registration is FREE — ignore fee-based services 

☐ Use IRS-verified legal name and address to avoid delays 

☐ Sole proprietors may use SSN instead of EIN 

Contact Us 

For additional support in application considerations, local Land Grant University Extension 
programs and Agricultural Marketing Resource Center provide business plan and market 
research tools to support strong VAPG applications. For questions about this publication or for 
additional assistance, e-mail Trevor Lane, Ed.D.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 
www.extension.iastate.edu/legal. 

https://www.agmrc.org/
mailto:tlane@iastate.edu
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/legal

