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Safety Planning

What is a safety plan?

The first step in developing a farm safety plan is to walk through your
farm regularly, either by yourself or with a trusted individual like an
employee, extension professional, insurance agent, or first responder.

As you do this, imagine you are a visitor with little knowledge of
agriculture and walk through all the places on your farm a guest might
go. Keep a log of potential hazards as you walk through your farm. This
routine will help you keep your guests safe by taking care of hazards
before they even arrive.

Four components of an agritourism safety plan:

Risk Assessment and Safety Guidelines: Evaluate potential risks and formulate
clear directives to ensure the safety of residents, employees, and visitors on
the farm. To begin making improvements, conduct this farm safety assessment.

Activity-specific Operation Plans: Develop detailed protocols for various farm
activities, such as parking, hay rides, food service, and animal handling. These
plans serve as a foundation for training farm staff and maintaining safe
operations.

Employee Training Framework: Create a comprehensive training structure
based on the established operation plans. This equips farm employees with
the necessary knowledge and skills to execute activities safely and efficiently.

Emergency Response Preparedness: Put in place a well-structured emergency
response strategy to effectively manage accidents or unforeseen incidents. This
plan ensures a prompt and organized reaction to maintain safety and minimize
potential harm.

Emergency Response Plan Templates:
e Emergency First Aid Chart e Emergency Response Plan Prep Sheet
o Emergency Response Plan e Emergency Response Plan Poster

e Emergency Preparation and Planning
Checklist



https://agritourism.rutgers.edu/pdfs/Agritourism%20General%20Farm%20Safety%20Checklist.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/emergency_first_aid_chart.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/Emergency_Plan.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/EmergencyPrepAndPlanningChecklist-1.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/EmergencyPrepAndPlanningChecklist-1.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/Emergency_Response_Plan-Prep_Sheet.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/Emergency_Response_Poster-1.pdf
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When planning for safety, avoid assumptions and prioritize protection

Avoid Assumptions: The foremost rule
concerning liability coverage is to avoid
assuming what your insurance policy covers.
Instead, directly inquire with your insurer
whether the activities on your property are
within the policy's coverage.

Prioritize protection: If your current insurer
doesn't offer coverage, look for one experienced
with agritourism that can provide the necessary
protection for hosting visitors. For a primer on
insurance, download our

Risk Management and Insurance resource.
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Want to learn more about how to think through making safety
improvements on your farm?

The National Children’s Center for Agricultural Health and Safety has
developed a interactive series designed to help you minimize risk present
on your farm. Click here to try it out!

Parking is an important component of a safe agritourism experience

Parking is usually visitors’ first impressions of the farm. The parking experience should be
safe and easy to navigate. Ask yourself these questions about your farm’s parking situation
to help you ensure that guests have a fun and safe experience.

e Do you have enough parking spaces available?

¢ [sthe parking area clearly marked with entrance and
exit signs?

e Are your handicapped spaces indicated?

e Are there smooth pathways leading from the parking
area to the fields or check-in area?

e [sthe town okay with your parking area?

e |fyour farmis conserved, does your parking conform
to any easement restrictions?

e Traffic and Parking Safety Checklist

Information courtesy of UVM Extension’s Safety and Risk Management Guide



https://safeagritourism.org/walkthroughs/
https://www.agmrc.org/media/cms/Insurance_6CA16449EAF22.pdf
https://safeagritourism.org/wp-content/uploads/TrafficAndParkingSafetyChecklist-1.pdf
https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/media/Ch._4_Safety_Risk_Management.pdf
https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/media/Ch._4_Safety_Risk_Management.pdf
https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/media/Ch._4_Safety_Risk_Management.pdf

