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The Local Food Systems Model
 

Freshness
 
Safety/Quality Assurance
 

Taste
 
Limited shipping features
 

L  l VA  Local VA reciipes
 
Certified Organic
 



    Local spinach anyone?Local spinach anyone?Local spinach anyone?Local spinach anyone? 
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Perceptions of the safety of produce in U.S. markets 
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Conventional Organic 
Farmers Farmers 
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More than 10% of my neighbors…More than 10% of my neighbors…More than 10% of my neighbors…More than 10% of my neighbors… 

•• Use “offUse “off--label pesticideslabel pesticides 
Conventional 
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Organic 

33%

Organic 
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•• Inadequately clean their sprayersInadequately clean their sprayers 
Conventional 

28%

Conventional 

28% 
Organic 58%Organic 58%Organic 58%Organic 58% 

•• Apply dosages exceeding label recommendationsApply dosages exceeding label recommendations 
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More than 10% of my neighbors….More than 10% of my neighbors….More than 10% of my neighbors….More than 10% of my neighbors…. 

•• Apply pesticides too closely to the harvest dateApply pesticides too closely to the harvest dateApply pesticides too closely to the harvest dateApply pesticides too closely to the harvest date 
Conventional 

8%

Conventional 
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O i 39%O i 39%Organic 39%Organic 39% 

•• Operate livestock activity within 100 yards ofOperate livestock activity within 100 yards of 
produce activityproduce activity 

Conventional 

29%

Conventional 

29% 
Organic 42%Organic 42% 



The Local Food Systems Model
 

State Promotion Programs
 
Are all local products 


worth promoting?
 
Competitiveness?
 

State brand equity?
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Local Food and Local EconomiesLocal Food and Local Economies 

•	 Foodroutes orgFoodroutes.org 
•	 “thousands of miles fresher” 

I  f d d  ll  l  ll  •	 Invest your food dollars locally – support 
your local economy 

• Preserve plant diversity 

http:Foodroutes.org
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‘Local’ Marketing model 

focuses 


on confluence
 



Value of Sales by Class, 2002 and 2007
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$1,000,000 or more 

$500,000 - $999,999 

$250,000 - $499,999 

$100 000 $249 999 $100,000 - $249,999 

$10,000 - $99,999 
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Less than $1,000 



  Doing local BigDoing local Big 
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scale-driven integrated 
agribusinesses that have 

A much larger  ‘catchment’A much larger catchment 
area 
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The Local Food Systems Model
 

Large organic suppliers
 
Monsanto and GM attributes
 

Scale economies of R&D
 
Scale economies of distribution
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Summary Message
Summary Message
 

•	 Clearly define the benefits of localClearly define the benefits of local 
• Others are going to compete for consumer 

attention of ‘local like’ attributesattention of local-like attributes 
• Small farms have a difficult time 

ti l d i lcompeting on scale-driven, low-cost
 
strategies.
 


